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MANJIMUP shire president Wade
DeCampo has dismissed as scare-
mongering claims that Warren
Blackwood shires are *“in bed”” with
bauxite miner Bauxite Resources
Limited.

Cr DeCampo is also chairman of
the Warren Blackwood Strategic Al-
liance, which voted at its board
meeting on February 2 to begin of-
fering $15,000 corporate member-
ships, after discussions in which
BRL agreed to accept membership.

Agricultural lobbyist Neil Barth-
olomaeus said this showed the al-
Jiance was getting into bed with the
bauxite miner against the interests of
agriculture in the food bowl of the
South West.

Mr Bartholomaeus has con-
demned the corporate memberships
asimproper because of the alliance’s
role in managing Royalties for Re-
gions funds.

He has written to the Regional
Development Minister Brendon
Grylls demanding he strip the al-
liance of s role in managing royal-
ties allocations.

Minutes of the alliance’s Febru-
ary meeting show questions were ra-
ised about rights to vote on Royalties
for Regions and state that subject
and other constitutional issues

would be reviewed by the end of
June.

Alliance chief executive Tony
Goode dismissed the claims of imp-
ropriety, saying that Mr Grylls had
‘made it plain that only shire council-
lors could vote on the allocation of
Royalties for Regions funds.

Mr Goode raised the issue of cor-
porate memberships in February and
was asked {0 prepare a prospectus.
Since then he has had discussions
with companies other than BRL.

Cr DeCampo and Mr Goode said
yesterday the alliance had not yet
Tatified BRL’s membership aith-
ough the company had paid a
$15,000 “‘sponsorship”.

Mr Bartholomacus said he laun-
ched Bauxite Action Group because
large-scale strip mining would harm
the agriculture, food, wine and tour-
ism industries.

Cr DeCampo accused Mr Barth-
olomacus of scaremongering and
said shire discussions with BRL had
also focused on rehabilitation of
land.

““There’s notalk of refining at this
stage,” he said.

““We're happy to look at any op-
cration to create jobs. It's got to be
sustainable and safe for the com-
munity.”





